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1. Code & Standards Updates
· Joint Commission Physical Environment (PE) Chapter: Effective Jan. 1, 2026, the Environment of Care and Life Safety chapters will merge into a single “Physical Environment” chapter for hospitals and critical access hospitals. This consolidation aligns with CMS Conditions of Participation and eliminates more than 700 redundant/obsolete EPs.
· Workplace Violence Prevention Requirements: Also effective Jan. 1, 2026, current requirements spread across EC, Leadership, and HR will be consolidated into the new “National Performance Goals” chapter under Goal 2: fostering a culture of safety. This will include more structured policy, reporting, and training requirements.
· Life Safety Code® Surveyor Expansion: As of June 30, 2025, Life Safety surveyors can now visit on-site and off-site general outpatient locations during deemed status surveys.
2. New Requirements / Guidance
· Surgical Fire Prevention: Joint Commission reiterates the need for annual OR-specific fire drills, risk assessments, and staff training on extinguishers, oxidizer control, and evacuation procedures.
3. Florida Life Safety Code Adoption
· Florida adopted NFPA 101-2021 as part of the Florida Fire Prevention Code, effective December 31, 2023.
· Under Chapter 633.202, Florida Statutes, the Florida State Fire Marshal updates the code on a three-year cycle. The 2024 edition is expected to become effective December 31, 2026, pending rulemaking.
4. Recent Member Communications
· Published an article in The Whistle comparing the NFPA 101-2012 (CMS) and NFPA 101-2021 (AHCA) codes, providing members with practical insights on key differences and compliance considerations.
5. AHCA Fire Extinguisher Discussion
· Met with AHCA to review extinguisher use in operating rooms. AHCA confirmed they will not cite CO₂ or water mist extinguishers in ORs, aligning with NFPA 99 definitions.
· They will, however, require compliance with NFPA 99-2012 16.14: hazard assessment, fire procedures, and training/drill documentation.
· Follow-up response was sent 8/14/25. A guidance draft for members is in development.

Respectfully Submitted,
Tony Echazabal, RA, CHFM, CHSP, CHE
Codes and Standards Chair
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